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Egypt key findings

The Ministry of Health of Egypt, the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics
(CAPMAS) and the WHO Representative’s Office in Egypt are the three national partners who
collaborated in conducting the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS). GATS is a standardized
global survey for systematically monitoring adult tobacco use (smoked and smokeless) and
tracking key tobacco control indicators. It is a nationally representative survey, using a
consistent and standard protocol across countries, and enhances countries’ capacity to plan,
implement and evaluate tobacco control programmes. It will also assist countries to fulfil their
obligations under the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control to generate comparable data within and across countries. Financial support for GATS
was provided by Bloomberg Philanthropies. Technical assistance was provided by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta and programme support by the CDC
Foundation.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the
information contained in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed
without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation
and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization be
liable for damages arising from its use.
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Shisha use

Approximately 3.5% of the Egyptian
population are shisha smokers.

Around 56% of shisha users smoke shisha
at home, while almost 36% smoke shisha
in cafes (Figure 10).

Nearly 18% of shisha users spend almost
one hour in a shisha smoking session.

Nearly 20% of shisha users reported that
they shared their smoking instrument
with another person.

Those shisha smokers with no formal
education tended to share their smoking
instrument with other people more than
those who are university graduates
(@lmost 21% and 13%, respectively)
(Figure 11).

Around 33% of males and females,
respectively reported using two hagar in
each shisha smoking session (Figure 12).

Approximately 98% of shisha smokers
use unflavoured tobacco.
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Figure 10. Location of shisha smoking among shisha users
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Figure 11. Percentage of shisha users sharing their shisha instrument
according to education level
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Figure 12. Number of hagar used by shisha users in a shisha smoking session

Financial support for GATS was provided by Bloomberg Philanthropies. Technical assistance was provided by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and programme support was provided by the CDC Foundation.





